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CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE 

 
Dear Bride and Groom: 
 
Your wedding day is a special and joyful time for yourselves, for your 
families and friends and for your parish community.  Your new beginning, 
your love with its promise and hope can make its celebration a special and 
grace-filled time.  The Church welcomes its members to celebrate and  
solemnize their weddings in the context of our prayer as Christians.   
Indeed, so important is marriage in Christian life it is called a Sacrament. 
 
Great care is taken to see that the prayer for this special moment is  
reverent, graceful, beautiful, and open to the movement of God’s Spirit 
among us. Our celebrations of the Sacraments, marriage included, are  
always rooted in listening to the Scriptures so that we can be nourished 
and strengthened by God’s word. 
 
Always, we celebrate the Sacraments as a community.  We gather our 
brothers and sisters in faith and ask for their prayerful support. These   
celebrations are incomplete unless they are filled with song, with prayerful 
gestures and with silence in which we hear the voice of God in our lives. 
 
In this spirit, Church of the Blessed Sacrament 
provides the following guidelines for celebrating 
weddings in the building which shelters the 
prayer of our community.  Should you have any         
questions, please ask either the Pastor or the     
Director of Parish Life. With all of us working   
together, your wedding day will be one to be     
remembered and treasured. 
 
In Christ, 
 
The Staff of the Church of the  
Blessed Sacrament 
West Lafayette, Indiana 

 
___  5. Met with Liza Simental-Rudolph, Parish Counselor to go  
 through FOCCUS evaluation. 
 
___  6. Attended Pre-Cana or an equivalent engaged couple program. 
 
___  7. Completed the recommended NFP sessions. 
 
___  8. Contacted Music Director 6 months before the wedding. 
 
___  9. Received copy of “Together For Life”. 
 
___  10. Presented the following documentation. 
 
  ___  a.  Certificate of attendance at Pre-Cana. 
  ___  b.  Certificates of Baptism and Confirmation 
  ___  c.  Birth certificates for those not baptized 
  ___  d. Affidavits attesting to the freedom to marry. 
 
___  11. Met with the Priest and completed marriage preparation/ 
            formation. 
 
___  12.  The Catholic party of a couple with different religious  
 backgrounds signed the promise to do their best to raise their  
 children Catholic. 
 
___  13.  Have an adult responsible for removing all decorations after     
            the ceremony. 
 
___  14.  Presented the following to priest at or before their final  
 meeting. 
   
  ___  a. Marriage license and marriage certificate. 
  ___  b. Wedding programs for priest and musicians. 
 
___  15.  Wedding rehearsal Obligations (See Page 12) 
 
  ___  a. Stipends for altar servers 
                        ___  b. Stipends for musicians 
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TIMES OF WEDDINGS 
 

Saturday weddings may be scheduled to begin between the hours of 10 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Due to a 5:30 p.m. Mass on Saturday, all afternoon 
wedding photos must be completed by 4:00 p.m.  Every effort will be 
made to work with couples to accommodate their needs, and  
arrangements can be made to have the wedding take place on a day other 
than Saturday.  
 
 

USE OF THE CHURCH BUILDINGS 
 
For registered parishioners financially supporting the church through 
weekly collections, generally, there is no charge for the use of the church.  
Exceptions to this rule (i.e., couples not registered long enough) should 
be discussed when meeting with the pastor. 
 
The bride’s room (St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
Room) is located down the corridor near 
the main entrance to Hardebeck Hall. It 
conveniently has a door that opens into 
the Women’s Restroom. Please keep this 
room neat and dispose of any papers, 
boxes, etc. before you leave the building. 
 
 

 

The groomsmen usually gather in the St. 
John Bosco Room. The Men’s Restroom is 
close by. As with the St. Kateri Room, 
please leave this area as you found it 
(disposing of any water bottles, etc. before 
you leave the building). 
 
 
 

The Pastoral Asst. for Mission & Discipleship needs to approve the use of 
any other rooms. 

 

REHEARSAL 
 

Rehearsals are usually scheduled for the evening before the wedding.  It is 
important that all who have an active part in the wedding attend so that 
each one understands his/her role in the wedding.  Schedules are often 
pressing for the members of the wedding party, for the priest involved, 
and for the use of the church building itself.  Therefore, it is expected that 
the wedding party BE ON TIME for the rehearsal and the wedding.   
Rehearsals typically last one hour or less.  If possible, the reader/readers 
should come to the rehearsal. 
 
The time the wedding party will arrive on the day of the wedding should 
be decided on before the actual rehearsal.  The marriage license, marriage 
certificate and program need to be presented to Father Ted at least one 
week before the rehearsal.   

 
 

WEDDING CHECKLIST 
 

All parish arrangements, including the paper work, must be completed at 
least one month before the wedding date. 
 
___  1. Notified Pastoral Asst. for Mission & Discipleship of the       

intention to marry a minimum of six months before the intended 
wedding date. Couple must be registered in the parish one year 
when the initial contact is made or certain fees apply.   (See page 
12.) 

 
___  2. Met with Pastoral Asst. for Mission & Discipleship and set the 

date for the ceremony and rehearsal. 
 
___  3.  The parish deposit & fee (if applicable) has been paid through 

the Parish Office.  This officially confirms that the date/time have      
been entered on the parish calendar. 

 
___  4.  Met with Liza Simental-Rudolph, Parish Counselor to        

complete FOCCUS Inventory six months prior to wedding. 
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WEDDING DEPOSITS & FEES 
As of August 2016 

 
 

There is a $250 deposit* for the bride and/or groom that are registered  
parishioners for at least one year at Church of the Blessed Sacrament at 
the time they call to schedule the wedding date. The date will not be set 
until the deposit is received, the Wedding Contract signed, and the bride 
and groom have met with the Pastor or the Director of Parish Life. 
 

There is a $750 fee for the church plus a $250 deposit* for the bride 
and/or groom that are registered less than one year at Church of the 
Blessed Sacrament at the time they call to schedule the wedding date. The 
date will not be set until the deposit and fee have been received, Wedding 
Contract signed, and bride and groom have met with the Pastor or the  
Director of Parish Life. 
 

There is a $250 preparation fee for the bride and/or groom that are  
registered for at least one year at Church of the Blessed Sacrament at the 
time they call to request preparation for marriage for a wedding to be cele-
brated at a location other than Blessed Sacrament.  
 

There is a $500 preparation fee for the bride and/or groom that are  
registered less than one year at Church of the Blessed Sacrament at the 
time they call to request preparation for marriage for a wedding to be cele-
brated at a location other than Church of the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

*Deposit will be returned if the wedding is celebrated as scheduled, there 
is no damage to the church and the church is left clean and picked up.  
The deposit will not be returned if the wedding date and/or time of the 
ceremony is changed after being scheduled on the Parish Master Calendar. 

 
The following fees are due at rehearsal: 

GUIDELINES FOR PLANNING  
THE MARRIAGE CEREMONY 

 

 Weddings are usually scheduled for Saturday no later than 1:30 
p.m. The Diocese of  Lafayette does not permit weddings     
during the season of Lent. The colors, symbols and decorations 
of a major liturgical season may not be obscured. Access time to 
the church is anytime after 9:00 a.m. on the day of the wedding.  
On Saturday afternoon, you must leave the church by 4:00 p.m.  
You need to contact the Pastoral Asst. for Mission &             
Discipleship about scheduling your wedding date and time.  The 
wedding date and time will not be guaranteed until the deposit 
and church fee (if applicable) is received.  (See page 12.) 

 
 Since the wedding ceremony is a very reverent and holy event, it 

is appropriate that the attire selected for the wedding party is 
modest, respectful and reflects the setting of the church. Please 
carefully select proper attire for the ceremony. 

 
 Contact Liza Simental-Rudolph, Parish Counselor at least six      

months prior to the wedding date.  (See FOCCUS, page 5.) 
 
 Contact the Diocesan Pastoral Office for Formation in        

Lafayette to schedule a Pre-Cana date. Dates fill up quickly.  
(See page 5.) 

 
 Contact the Pastoral Asst. for Music & Worship at least six 

months prior to the wedding date to plan your music and the 
wedding liturgy/ceremony.  If you choose to use musicians       
exclusively from outside Church of the Blessed Sacrament, you 
must still contact the Pastoral Asst. for Music & Worship to  
discuss guidelines relevant to your audio equipment and song 
selection.  Please note that no recorded or secular music may be 
used in the ceremony.  Please refer to pages 4 through 9 for  
additional information.  You will need to bring the booklet    
entitled “Together for Life” with you. 

 
 One or two altar servers may be needed. Please let the Pastoral 

Asst. for Mission & Discipleship know if you need altar servers.  

Music preparation with couple, rehearsal, wedding ceremony  

(Playing & Singing) 
$250 

Fee for cantors or instrumentalists TBD 

Planning, rehearsal, playing OR singing ONLY $150 

Bench & Planning fee 

(This fee is charged when another musician or organist is playing) 
$50 

Servers (one or two per Mass) $25/server 

Projector Screen Slides $100 

Pastor stipend is at the discretion of the couple.  



 

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEOGRAPHY 
 

 
These are the guidelines we ask you to share with 
your photographer/videographer prior to your    
wedding celebration: 
 

1. Pictures may be taken in the Gathering Space or in the church   
proper before and during the procession. Please do not interfere 
with these processions by asking the couples to stop in the aisles for 
a posed shot. 

 
2.  Once the ceremony begins, photo/video personnel are asked to  

remain in one spot and limit their photos to that location. 
 
3.   Please consult the priest and organist before the ceremony. You may 

not block sight lines to the congregation for the musicians or for the 
priest. 

 
4. Under no circumstances may the photographer/videographer come     
      onto the steps or platform during the service. Flash attachments 

may not be used once the service has begun. 
 
5. The church will be open to you and your photographer/

videographer two hours prior to the ceremony.  Please note that the 
photographer will have 90 minutes for setup and photos in the main 
body of the church and the remaining 30 minutes is to be used for 
the seating of guests.  You will have one hour after the ceremony to 
take any additional photos and to remove decorations.    

 

 If the wedding includes a Mass with Communion under both  
species (bread and wine), it is the responsibility of the wedding  
couple to secure two Commissioned Extraordinary Ministers of  Holy 
Communion.  The names must be submitted to the Director of     
Parish Life one month prior to the wedding.  

 

 The rehearsal is normally scheduled for the evening 
before the wedding at a time convenient for all.  
The rehearsal is an important part of the          
preparation for your wedding and should last no 
longer than one hour. The format for the wedding 
ceremony will have already been determined before 
the rehearsal, which will be conducted in an orderly and reverent 
fashion. Please ask all invited to be prompt in attending the rehearsal. 
Participants in the wedding party should be appropriately dressed as 
becoming to a religious service. It is the responsibility of the wedding 
couple to advise the party of this consideration. Dress may be        
informal but respectable. Eating, drinking and inappropriate behavior 
will not be tolerated in church. Please inform your wedding party and 
guests of these policies. Flower girls and ring bearers need to be old 
enough to walk down the aisle. 

 

 Please inform your guests of the following policies: 
 1.)  The consumption of alcohol or other substance abuse  
 will not be permitted before or during the rehearsal and/or  
 ceremony. No one under the influence of alcoholic beverages  
 is allowed in the church.  If any members of the wedding party  
 or guests arrive intoxicated, they will be asked to leave. 
 
 2.)  No food or beverage of any kind is permitted in the church  
 or Gathering Space at any time during the rehearsal or the day  
 of the ceremony.  Neither gum chewing nor smoking are  
 permitted in the building.   
 

 Guests who arrive after the procession begins will be asked by the  
      ushers to remain in the Gathering Space until the procession has  

concluded. Late arrivals will not be allowed to roam down the  
side or center aisles looking for seating as this is disruptive to the    
ceremony. 

 

 Please arrange to have someone remove all your belongings after the 
wedding; i.e. guest book, unity candle, programs, flower petals, etc. 

11 4 
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ENVIRONMENT 
 

Very simple decorations are needed, as Church of the Blessed Sacrament 
radiates beauty and elegance. A church wedding is a prayerful and         
reverent ceremony; it is not a social affair. Seasonal decorations provide 
the environment for weddings that occur during those seasons and are 
not removed for a wedding.   
  

 Candles are limited to those provided by the church.  
NO CANDELABRA or pew candles allowed. 

 Nothing can be placed on the altar. 
 No wire, glue, duct tape or tacks may be used to attach flowers  

or ribbons to pews.  We suggest using ribbon or easy-removal 
Command hooks, which can be purchased inexpensively. 

 There are 13 pews on each side of the church. 
 The aisle is 50 feet long. 
 A podium is available for the guest book. 
 Aisle runners can be used, but you must be cautioned that it may 

cause people to slip. 
 The throwing of rice or birdseed, etc. is not permitted in the 

church or on church grounds.  If flower petals are dropped,  
you are responsible for cleanup. 

 It is the responsibility of the bride and groom to assign someone 
to remove all decorations after the wedding.  Please assign this 
responsibility to a responsible adult.  All decorations must be  
removed immediately following the ceremony. 

 All rooms used must be left clean and orderly. 
 The parish will provide appropriate furnishings for the weddings    

(i.e. kneelers, chairs, etc.)  No sanctuary furniture, decorations, etc. 
may be moved or removed without approval and cooperation of 
the parish staff. 

PRE-CANA  
 

Pre-Cana is a series of presentations and small group 
activities with a number of engaged couples. Married 
couples and pastoral staff make the presentations. Pre-
Cana is not optional, but there are other ways to fulfill 
the requirement. These included Engaged Encounter, 
Tobit Weekend, or meetings with a sponsor couple. 
Registration for Pre-Cana is handled through the Diocesan Pastoral       
Office for Formation in Lafayette. The phone number is 1-888-544-1684 
or (765) 269-4675.  Dates fill up quickly. 
 

FOCCUS INVENTORY (PMI) 
 

Couples will be given a FOCCUS inventory during their first meeting with 
Liza Simental-Rudolph.  The inventory consists of a number of agree/
disagree statements.  The inventory will facilitate open couple communi-
cation, understanding, study, and will identify aspects of your personal 
relationship on which you may need to work. 

 
 
 

FOCCUS EVALUATION 
 

Evaluation of the FOCCUS Inventory will be performed by Parish  
Counselor Liza Simental-Rudolph, who reviews the results and meets with 
the couple in three sessions to address elements of the relationship that 
may need attention.  If Liza believes more sessions are warranted, she will 
notify the couple and the priest.  Liza, as a counselor, respects confidenti-
ality and will not repeat topics discussed in these meetings with parties 
other than the pastor. 
 

NFP (Natural Family Planning) 
 

“By its very nature the institution of marriage and married love is ordered 
to the procreation and education of the offspring and it is in them that it 
finds its crowning glory.”  Although not required, attending a class on 
NFP is highly recommended for the benefit of your marriage. 



 

Songs that can be used before or during 
 your service OR Mass 

 
1. Air on a G-string (Bach) 
2. Aria in F (Handel) 
3. Arioso (Bach) 
4. Ave Maria  (Schubert or Gounod) 
5. Canon in D (Pachelbel) 
6. Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring (Bach) 
7. Largo (Handel) 
8. Ode to Joy (Beethoven) 
9. Panis Angelicus (Franck) 
10. Prelude in C (Bach) 
11. Sheep May Safely Graze (Bach) 
12. Trumpet Voluntary (Clarke) 
13. When Love is Found  
 

Responsorial Psalms 
 

1.    Psalm 145   I Will Praise Your Name 
2.    Psalm 89   Forever I Will Sing 
 

Gospel Acclamations 
 

1.    Celtic Alleluia    
 

Recessional Music 
1. Ode to Joy (Beethoven) 

 

 

 
MUSIC FOR YOUR WEDDING 

 

Congratulations on your engagement and upcoming celebration of 
the Sacrament of Matrimony taking place here at Church of the 
Blessed Sacrament!  This is a time when you may be feeling both 
ecstatic and overwhelmed with all the preparations for the actual 
day of your wedding.   
 

Part of your plans will include the music for your wedding  
ceremony, and that is where the parish Pastoral Asst. for Music & 
Worship will help. When you receive this packet, please contact 
the Pastoral Asst. for Music & Worship as soon as possible to 
set a time when we can get together and go through appropriate 
music for your wedding. You may have many ideas about the 
songs or style of music you want, or may have just a few ideas and 
are looking for suggestions. Following is a worksheet to jot down 
music titles that you already are sure of, followed by a list of      
appropriate music suggestions. No recorded or secular music may 
be used in the wedding, and all music that is used has to be       
approved by the Pastoral Asst. for Music & Worship and Pastor, 
so getting the music organized early on in the process makes 
things move along much more smoothly for all involved. When 
you meet with the Pastoral Asst. for Music & Worship you may 
discuss music placement, musicians, and family involvement (if 
desired). 
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WEDDING OF  
 

__________________________________________________ 
and 

 
___________________________________________________ 

 
 

[date] __________________ [time] _______________________ 
 
 

[priest/minister] _______________________________, presider 
                                     
                                                                 
Rehearsal [date and time]: _______________________________ 
                  
Prelude Music [at least 4]: 
1. 
2.  
3.  
4.  
 
Music for Seating of Grandparents/Parents/ Mother of the 
bride.   
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Processional: _________________________________________    
 
First Reading: ________________  Read by:  ______________ 
 

Responsorial Psalm: ___________ Sung by:  ______________   
 

Second Reading: ______________  Read by:  ______________ 
  
Gospel Acclamation: ___________  Sung by:  ______________  
   
Gospel: ______________________ Read by: Presider 
 

Homily 
 
Wedding Rite 
 Consent 
 Exchange of vows and rings 
 
Intercessions Read by:  _______________________ 
 
(Those parts in red are to be filled in if there is a Mass.) 
 
Music during the preparation of the gifts: 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
Gift Bearers: _________________________________________ 
 
Mass parts (Holy, holy/memorial acclamation, etc.):  
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
Communion Song: ____________________________________ 
 
Recessional: _________________________________________ 
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